Pirton School

High Street, Pirton, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 3PS

Welcome from
the Headteacher

On behalf of the staff and children, I would like to welcome
you to Pirton School, a small school with a huge heart!
Our aim, in partnership with you as parents and families, is to achieve the best for your child,
building on the skills which your child has learnt at home and pre-school settings, and working
together to pursue the utmost further development in a happy, confident and successful manner.
Pirton School is a friendly, attractive community school with
good class sizes, lots of adult help and a community of lively and
enthusiastic children. We realise each child in our care has
differing needs and we provide a carefully structured and stimulating
curriculum within each class based on the National Curriculum.
We also strive to provide quality extra-curricular activities, offering
a number of sports clubs, individual instrument lessons (piano,
recorder), drama and gardening clubs amongst a growing list of
opportunities and experiences. The children enjoy school and our
high expectations of them in their behaviour, social development
and academic work are complemented by their own.

As well as valuing our partnership with you in educating your child,
we welcome your involvement in school life. Therefore, we welcome
parents into the school to help, take part in activities and to share
experiences. We are proud of our historical building and the
wonderful grounds that we have and are fortunate to be able to
offer our pupils the ideal place to learn, explore, play and grow.
We look forward to getting to know you and your child. Should you
ever wish to discuss any aspect of the school with us, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.
With warmest wishes
Mrs Fenner
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Vision
and Aims

Pirton School is
great because we
are challenged to
do our best.
– Year 4 pupil

The school community is proud of high achievement in an
engaging setting, where children are excited, motivated and
inspired by the outstanding learning opportunities they encounter.
Through a culture of excellence, built upon our school values
(6Rs), everyone will be able to fully succeed, develop and grow.
We Aim to:
• inspire lifelong learning;
• celebrate and value the individual strengths of ourselves and others;
• develop and value high aspirations for all;
• understand how we can positively contribute to the diverse world we live in.

Pirton School is
an outstanding school
that has shaped me to be
the best learner I can be.
I will be sad to leave this
amazing school. – Year 6 pupil
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Values
One thing you will hear us talking about a lot
is the ‘Pirton 6Rs’ values framework. It’s
something we use to help pupils become
well-rounded individuals who are resilient, ready,
respectful, reflective, responsible and resourceful.

We learn to be respectful to
others and make new friends.
We also have lots of subjects and
fun trips. At Pirton, I like it when
we learn about different faiths.
We always have fun!
– Year 4 pupil

These values are used daily throughout our whole school, in our
learning and living. In fact, it’s one of our biggest sources of pride
and used to recognise achievements by all.

READY

RESILIENT

RESPONSIBLE

Pirton
6Rs

RESOURCEFUL
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REFLECTIVE

RESPECTFUL

Pirton School is
amazing! Every student
feels safe in school.
The staff are brilliant at
helping individuals achieve
their goals. They explain work
and rules so well and I fell that
Pirton School has helped to make
me into the best learner I could be.
Everyone here – staff and students
alike – are super friendly and
helpful. – Year 6 pupil

School History
Our original school building was opened
in 1877. However, formal education in
Pirton began before this, growing out of
the early straw plaiting schools which
were started locally to meet the demands
of the hat making industry, centred in
Luton and Dunstable.

I love the
high ceiling
in my classroom.
The school building
is very old and different
to my last school.
It is a special
place to be.
– Year 2 pupil

Our school logo shows this historic link with the
handsof straw plaiters joined in friendship
across plaited straw, a symbol which has
significance to our school even in the 21st
century. In 1875 the Pirton School Board
was established to enable local children to
receive a more academic education.
While maintaining the charm
of the original building, the
present school has been
extended and constantly
modernised and refurbished
to meet the expectations of
education and the world we
live in today.
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School
Organisation
Pirton School is a village primary school for
children aged 4-11 and is set in a beautiful
and idyllic village location, on the outskirts
of Hitchin.
This locality feeds uniquely and directly into the
learning opportunities we offer.
We have five mixed age classes that cover Reception,
the first year of Primary School for children who turn 5 years old
at their next birthday, through to Year 6 (aged 10-11), with
approximately 29 children in each class. Pirton School is proud of
its supportive, friendly ethos and community spirit and for being
an historic and important part of the village itself.

Admissions
Though this brochure aims to give you an
idea of what Pirton School has to offer, you
can only truly appreciate the atmosphere of
our school if you come and visit in person.
We are always proud and pleased to show our school
in action, so please call or email the School Office to
make an appointment.
We are happy to welcome children who live in the village and from
locations outside of the area. Due to recent developments in the
village, Pirton School and Hertfordshire County Council are working
closely together to ensure that families moving into the village will be
able to successfully access a school place with us for their children
in all year groups, as their nearest school. We welcome parents
contacting the school directly to discuss your individual applications.
To make an In Year application, for children moving schools, please
visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/inyear
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The Curriculum
Our school recognises the rights and
needs of every child and therefore aims to
ensure the highest quality of education and
equality of opportunity for each of its pupils.
All aspects of the National Curriculum are taught,
with much of our learning stemming from first hand,
practical experiences. Our curriculum is lively and
interesting. Interactive teaching methods are used
and the use of computing is integrated throughout
the curriculum.
We highly value the benefits of outdoor learning. Children are
stimulated by the outdoor environment, including our own school
allotments, where they can undertake a range of practical activities
to support and enhance learning across the curriculum. We
regularly plan trips and visits for children in all age groups, which brings
learning to life and acts as a rich and exciting stimulus to help
inspire and motivate. Children and parents often speak of the long-term
memories these new and exciting experiences provide!
Teachers and support staff work together to provide learning
opportunities that are appropriate and challenging for each child.
They may set different tasks within the same lesson or they may set
a task which is open for children to interpret or develop at their own
level. Staff use highly effective questioning skills and develop
children’s thinking skills throughout the curriculum.

The progress children make is measured on a continual basis in
school, so that the teacher and the child are both aware of personal
achievements and next steps that are needed in order to make further
progress.
Our Curriculum and the learning opportunities it
provides aims to:
• be sequential;
• allow each child to participate fully in current and future society;
• have progressive knowledge and skills;
• recognise and celebrate diversity and unity;
• develop local, national and international understanding;
• build a sense of belonging and inspired ambition.

Pirton School
makes learning fun. If we
get stuck we ask the teacher
or our learning partner to help
The adults at our school are very
kind and caring. Also, my teacher taught
me that mistakes don’t matter and that
it’s fine to make a mistake.
– Year 4 pupil
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Early Years
Foundation Stage

I like
Pirton School
because I met all
of my friends.
– Early Years
Foundation
Stage pupil

Our Reception class works very closely
together on the Foundation Stage curriculum
in an inspirational and motivating Early Years’
environment which we are hugely proud of!

The specific areas are:

We aim to make the transition from home to school
a smooth and enjoyable experience for all children.

• Expressive arts and design

Through our strong partnership with parents, we are able to work
together to develop healthy and happy children who feel confident, safe
and have a love for learning. We regularly invite parents into school
to meet the staff. Our Reception staff conduct visits to children in their
current settings and also invite children to visit school to become familiar
with their new setting, all prior to them starting school.
We are very lucky to have a great outdoor space for the Foundation Stage
to enable much of the learning to take place outdoors.
The Early Year Stage consist of Prime and Specific areas of learning:
• Communication and language
• Personal, social and emotional
• Physical development

7

• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the world

To ensure our children make significant progress, we deliver a
good balance of child initiated and adult directed learning, where
lessons and activities are varied, meaningful and stimulating for
all learning groups. Through the use of continuous observations,
our experienced practitioners are able to identify learning
opportunities within play and make decisions regarding a child’s
next step in learning.
At the end of the Foundation Stage children are assessed in
all these areas alongside the child’s characteristics of learning.
These assessments are shared with the Key Stage 1 staff as part
of transition to Year 1.

The mud kitchen
is my favourite
place in the world!
– Early Years
Foundation Stage pupil

Key Stage One Year 1, Year 2
Building on the foundations of learning,
we continue to nurture each child’s
educational journey.
All children are encouraged to achieve high standards
in their daily English, phonics and maths lessons.
We give personalised targets and useful feedback to ensure children
take ownership of their learning in order to make very strong progress.
In addition to this, we provide many opportunities to explore and
develop children’s creative, physical, cultural, spiritual, personal
and social skills. We provide a wide range of real and relevant learning
experiences through our broad, enriched and differentiated
curriculum. Using our continual assessment and reporting procedures,
we are able to inform future learning steps to further prepare and
develop our children towards the next part of their journey.

Pirton School
is a great school
because it is easy to
make friends, the lessons
are fun and the staff are kind.
– Year 5 pupil

Key Stage Two Year 3, Year 4,
Year 5, Year 6
Moving into Key Stage Two, children
continue to remain engaged, inspired,
motivated and sufficiently challenged via
a broad and exciting curriculum of learning.
Through providing memorable experiences and rich
opportunities for high quality learning, children can
thrive during these later years in the school.
We believe passionately that English, maths, physical and personal
development are crucial for enabling children to access a balanced
and broad curriculum. As in Key Stage One, every child has a daily
maths and English lesson. Much of our teaching is cross-curricular.
Teacher assessment is a continuous picture of assessment showing
children’s achievements during the course of the year and Key Stage.
We formally measure the progress children have made three times
a year in reading, writing and maths, whilst other subjects are
assessed on a continual basis. We carefully analyse the assessment
results and we track each child’s progress and attainment and plan any
interventions needed. Teachers also use the results of these
assessments to inform their future planning and to set targets for
individual children.
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Behaviour
for Learning

Religious
Education

We believe that good behaviour stems from:

We follow the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus
for Religious Education, which is based on the
understanding of all faiths and considers the main
beliefs and features of other world religions.The
syllabus promotes an inclusive and educational
approach to RE.

• Positive relationships between children and between adults and children
• High expectations
• A commitment by all staff to the policies and ethos of the school
• A positive relationship between home and school
• Praise and celebration of achievement
We expect that children from an early age behave well and show respect
for other people and their property. Along with our Pirton 6Rs, we also
share three fundamental core values across school: to be safe, to be kind
and to be respectful.
Many positive reward systems are used in school, such as special
achievement awards, certificates and stickers. All our children enjoy
receiving praise! We also believe that behaviour is shown through a child’s
attitude to learning. We want children to love their learning and have a thirst
for knowledge. At Pirton School, along with our belief of ALL EQUAL, ALL
DIFFERENT (explained further in relation to Special Educational Needs),
we also adopt the principles of a growth mind-set: anything is possible,
it may be that we can’t do it YET!
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Collective Worship is held daily and makes reference to all
religions. Collective Worship and Religious Education also helps
the children to think about the part they play in influencing their
own lives and those of others, and offers the opportunity to think
about feelings and the effects of our actions.
Parents who wish to withdraw their children from RE or Collective
Worship should state their wishes to the Headteacher in writing.

I’m not afraid to
make mistakes in my
work, as we’ve been
taught not to give up
and to try again.
– Year 3 Pupil

Relationships and
Sex Education (RSE)

Extra-Curricular
Activities

RSE is part of the overall provision of Personal, Social
and Health Education.

There is a wide and varying range of after
school and lunchtime clubs which are led by
staff and external providers and are available
to all our children.

It is concerned not only with the knowledge of facts but also with the
development of attitudes and values. Children’s questions are answered
honestly and sensitively, at their own level of understanding. Parents have the
right to withdraw their child from the parts of RSE which are not covered by
the National Curriculum for Science, although we suggest that parents discuss
any concerns they may have with us before making this decision.

Special Educational
Needs and
Disabilities (SEND)

Clubs differ termly, often after consultation with our children
and taking into account their views and wishes. They have
included options such as: cookery, chess, gardening, art,
drama, computing and many different sports. The majority
of these clubs are provided free of charge although external
providers do charge a small fee at times.

We follow the SEND Code of Practice and SEND is led
across the school by our Special Needs Co-ordinator.
Teaching and support staff are very experienced and passionate about
inclusion for all. At Pirton School, we all believe in ALL DIFFERENT, ALL
EQUAL and no child is invisible. The school is fully accessible for anyone who
has a disability and we are proud of the many resources and strategies in place
that help children with SEND make significant steps of individual progress.
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Keeping Healthy
and Lunchtimes
We aim to ensure that children are encouraged
to lead a healthy lifestyle by supporting healthy
eating, the enjoyment of exercise and taking
care of everyone’s emotional well-being. We
have a pastoral teaching assistant who works
closely with children and families when the
need arises.
Water is freely available throughout the day. All children should
bring a water bottle to school. Children are encouraged to drink
water regularly and eat fruit at break time. All children are also
able to drink milk every day. This has to be paid for in Key
Stages 1 and 2 but Reception children receive their milk for
free. Break times are a time for children to play and enjoy
themselves.
School dinners prove to be a popular part of the day! Our school
kitchen staff provide the children with a well-balanced meal
at lunchtime. School dinners have to be paid for in advance.
The children who have a school meal have a choice of three
different options and these change daily. The menu can be
viewed on the school website.
There is a team of skilled staff who supervise the children in our
dining room and who interact with the children when playing
outside. Lunchtime is a happy, safe and important time of the
day, enjoyed by all, inside and outside!
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