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Kestrels
Pirton School


Autumn Term 2026 - Curriculum Newsletter

Maths
Our taught maths content this term includes place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division and length, area and perimeter.
We will also work on our times tables knowledge and children will be accessing Time Tables Rockstars weekly at school and as part of our home learning.
  

English
This term, our English lessons will focus on a range of exciting and engaging texts across different genres. We begin with narrative writing through the book Mini-Rabbit Not Lost by John Bond.

In our poetry unit, we will use Michael Rosen’s ‘Words Are Ours’ and Kit Wright’s ‘Magic Box’ to explore, perform and write free verse poetry.

After half term, we will read, explore and write in response to a range of Fables including ‘The Koala Who Could’, ‘The Squirrels Who Squabbled’ and ‘The Lion Inside’ by Rachel Bright and Jim Field.

Finally, we will work on non-chronological reports using ‘Incredible Jobs You Have Probably Never Heard Of’ by Natalie Labarre.

Additionally, in our Guided Reading lessons, we will be using the texts ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura and ‘Stone Age Tales: The Great Cave’ by Terry Deary.
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Science
Our first science unit, Animal Nutrition and the Skeletal System, teaches children about the importance of nutrition for humans and other animals. They learn about the role of a skeleton and muscles and identify animals with different types of skeletons.​ They link this learning to animals’ diets and construct food chains to show the flow of energy.





Important Dates
16th September - Meet the teacher
14th and 21st October - Parent/teacher meetings
9th November - Book look
Information
Spellings will be tested on Thursdays.
Home learning will be set on a Thursday and due back on a Tuesday.
Reading records will be checked regularly.
Please make sure that all items are labelled.







Design and Technology
In the DT unit, ‘Cook well, eat well’, Kestrels will learn about food groups and using the Eatwell guide to help with healthy eating. They will practise food preparation and cooking skills before making a taco filling according to specific design criteria.
Computing
Throughout the year, online safety will feature in all our computing lessons, and we will continue to use Purple Mash for most lessons.  The units will include ‘Email’, ‘Route Planners’ (where children plan algorithms and write code that includes angles of turn to create routes for screen turtles) and ‘Branching Databases’.
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In RE, the children will learn about belonging to a community, about birth ceremonies and about what it is like to belong to a Gurdwara as a Sikh.  After half term, the children will learn about ‘Golden Rules’ in religions and how rules help people.
Music
 In our first unit ‘Writing Music Down’, the children will be introduced to basic music notation and will play simple notes on a glockenspiel. We will build on these skills after half term through the unit, ‘Playing in a Band’.
French
During our French lessons, Kestrels will revise and build on their key vocabulary for greetings, numbers 1-10 and colours.  After half term, they will learn to read, write and say the names of animals in French.
PSHE/RSE
In PSHE lessons, the children will learn about the expectations of year 3, before beginning our first unit, ‘Families and Relationships’ through which the children will think about friendships, families, how to resolve conflicts, and what to do about bullying. The next unit ‘Health and Well-being’ explores self-esteem, relaxation, understanding feelings and having a healthy lifestyle.
Art and Design
In our ‘Complement and Contrast’ unit we will explore colour theory by studying the colour wheel and colour mixing including tertiary colours, warm and cool colours, complementary colours and analogous colours, and how artists use colour in their artwork.   After half term, Kestrels will develop skills for handling clay to then create their own ‘prehistoric pots’, inspired by the Beaker People. ​

History/ Geography
Through our History unit this term, ‘Through the Ages’, your child will learn about three different periods of British ​prehistory: the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. They will discover terminology relating to time and sequence dates to make a timeline. They explore the changes to people, homes and lifestyle throughout the different periods and investigate examples of prehistoric settlements, monuments, burials and artefacts in detail. They will also study how technology improved over time, including how the discovery of different metals changed the way that people lived.​
Our Geography project, ‘One Planet, Our World’ will teach your child to use maps to locate countries and read four-figure grid references. They will sort and classify human and physical features and begin to use the eight points of a compass to locate geographical features on a map. Your child will locate and name countries and capital cities in Europe before studying significant human and physical features in the United Kingdom. 


PE
Our PE units this term are: dance, gymnastics and rugby and football.
PE is on Tuesdays and Thursdays. PE kits should be kept in school throughout the week and every item of kit should be clearly named. 
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